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    MOON



   FULL MOON



Moon
•The full Moon is on March 25th, at 3:00 a.m.

•The Moon rises at 7:05 p.m. on March 24th, looking east. 

•This month’s Full Moon is called the Worm Moon. 

 





   NEW MOON



Moon
•The New Moon is on March 10th, at 5:00 a.m. 
•The Moon is south of the sun.
•Jupiter well east of the sun out of view. 
•Mercury is just east of the sun.
•Saturn is just west of the sun, having just past solar conjunction.
•Venus and Mars are furthest west of the sun. 
•Both are now visible in morning twilight sky. 





     MERCURY 



Mercury 
•On March 10th, Mercury reappears in the evening sky at sunset.

•Mercury remain low in the western evening twilight sky all month.

•Mercury is visible at 7:45 p.m. in western sky at sunset 

•Viewing window is short as the days get longer. 

 





Mercury 
•On March 24th, Mercury reaches it greatest elongation west.

•Mercury is visible at sunset around 8:05 p.m.  

•The planet is only 12 degrees above the western horizon.





Mercury 
•On March 24, Mercury now sets at 9:08 p.m. looking west. 

•Mercury is only visible for just under an hour. 





Mercury 
•On March 31st, Mercury is visible at sunset around 8:24 p.m.

•The planet is low on the western horizon.





Mercury 
•On March 31st, Mercury now set at 9:03 p.m.

•The viewing window for Mercury is just 30 minutes.





    VENUS



Venus
•On March 1st, Venus rises at 6:00 a.m. in the eastern twilight sky. 

•Venus is at its stationary point its orbit. From Earth’s vantage point 
Venus remains at constant position in  our sky.

•On the same morning March 1st, Venus and Mars rise together. 

•Both planets separation is less than 5 degrees. Low in the eastern sky.   
  
 





Venus
•On March 16th, Venus is now in Retrograde (eastward motion) 

•Venus is rising at 6:53 a.m. just before sunrise.  

•The planet is now getting lost in the solar glare at sunrise.  

•Difficult to view for the remainder of the month. 
  
 





     MARS



Mars
•On March 1st, Mars rises at 5:50 a.m. or 1 hour before sunrise. 

•At the beginning of the month Mars moves east or retrograde 
motion. Mars remains low in eastern sky as the days get longer. 

• By mid-month, the planet starts moving west again. 





Mars
•On March 31st, Mars rises at 5:51 a.m. in the eastern morning sky. 

•The observing window remains short all month.

•Mars never gets above 11 degrees above the horizon before sunrise.





  JUPITER



Jupiter 
•On March 1st, Jupiter remains well placed in the western sky at 
sunset.  

   





Jupiter 
•On March 1st, Jupiter sets at 11:00 p.m. in the west.

•The entire month of March offers a good observation window to 
view the planet.  

   





Jupiter 
•On March 13th, Jupiter and a baby Moon share a close conjunction 
at sunset in the western sky at 7:55 p.m. 

•Just to northeast of Jupiter lies the M45 – The Pleiades.  Mercury is 
just above the western horizon at sunset and sets 30 minutes later.  

•All 4 celestial objects can be seen in same frame.

 





Jupiter 
•On March 25th, Mercury reaches closest approach to Jupiter.

•Jupiter well above the western horizon at sunset. 

•Mercury is 10 degrees above the horizon at set.

•M45 is also visible above Jupiter, all 3 form a curve line in the west.  





Jupiter 
•On March 31st, Jupiter remain high above the western horizon at 
sunset. 

•Both Jupiter and Mercury are visible around 8:35 p.m.





Jupiter 
•On March 31st, Jupiter sets at 10:35 p.m. in the western sky.





   SATURN



Saturn

•On March 22nd, Saturn emerges from the pre-dawn solar glare. 

•Saturn is just above the Eastern horizon at sunrise. 

•Saturn and Venus rise together at 6:40 a.m. in the eastern sky 
shortly before sunrise. 

    





Saturn

•On March 31st, Saturn rises at 6:07 a.m. in the eastern twilight sky. 

•Saturn rises just 45 minutes before sunrise.
    





  URANUS



Uranus

•On March 1st,, Uranus is high in west at sunset. 

•Uranus is just north of Jupiter.  

 





Uranus

•On March 1st,, Uranus now sets at 11:47 p.m. or just before 
midnight. 

  

 





Uranus

•On March 31st, Uranus is now only 25 degrees above the western 
horizon at sunset.

•Best seen around 8:52 p.m. 
 

  

 





Uranus

•On March 31st, Uranus set at 10:55 p.m. in the western sky.

 

  

 





  NEPTUNE



Neptune

•On March 1st, Neptune is just 3 degrees above the Western horizon 
at sunset. 

•Unless you have a Zero horizon the planet is difficult to observe.  





Neptune

•On March 1st, Neptune now sets at 7:15 p.m. in the western sky.

•By March 8th, Neptune disappears below the western horizon at 
sunset.   





 
    DEEP SKY



 
  CASSIOPEIA





            IC 59 AND IC 63
      GHOST OF CASSIOPEIA



IC 59 – GHOST OF CASSIOPEIA – REFLECTION NEBULA
•Object: IC 59 Type – Reflection & Emission Nebula  Class: Nebula
•Reflection Nebula – reflects blue starlight without absorbing it.  
•Constellation: Cassiopeia 
•Star: Gamma Cassiopeia Size: 17 solar mass, 10 solar diameters
•Distance: 550 light years from Earth.  
•Diameter: 2 light years across in height – Half a light year width
•Magnitude: +10
•Size: 10 x 5 arc minutes across 
•Photo by Ken Crawford  taken with a 20” RC telescope in CA 
•IC 59 on left side of photo with green circle. 





IC 63 – GHOST OF CASSIOPEIA – NEBULA
•Object: IC 63 Type – Emission Nebula  Class: Nebula 
•Emission Nebula – Hydrogen gas absorbs and then emits starlight.
•Constellation: Cassiopeia 
•Star: Gamma Cassiopeia Size: 17 solar mass, 10 solar diameters
•Distance: 550 light years from Earth.  Temperature – 25,000 K
•Diameter: 2 light years across in height – Half a light year width
•Magnitude: +10
•Size: 10 x 5 arc minutes across 
•Distance IC 63 – 600 light years from Earth
•Photo by Astronomy Picture of the day. IC 63 on lower right side. 





That is the Sky this Month

By David Mills


